
Light and         breezy
Interior designer Simone Delaney of Public/Private transforms 

a dark and uninviting interior into a breezy Hamptons-style 

home with an unexpected, raw edge.
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The natural American oak table adds the 
coastal Australian feel to the design of 
the dining room, and offsets the cool 
palette of the Hamptons-style kitchen.
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of a loved one,” explains Simone. “Now, she 
can open up the large French doors onto the 
surrounding verandah, and let the light and 
breeze flow through the whole home.” 

JUST ADD NATURE
With its two-toned interior, the house is 
quintessentially Hamptons – until it’s not. 
Because in as much as each room echoes the 
effortless and laid back glamour of the famous 
American holiday spot, it also transports you 
just down the road, to the natural, raw beauty 
of the Australian coast. “The homeowner loved 
the Hamptons style for her home but we 

was meant to be a single-room renovation 
would turn into a full-blown residential 
resuscitation.

After Simone took the kitchen from dim and 
drab to fresh and open, the homeowner saw the 
light… literally. With its blue wooden panels 
and white cabinetry, the sun-filled space would 
become the style reference for the rest of the 
house, gradually transformed room by room. 
The finished product is a home in which its 
uplifting energy is as palpable as its fresh 
palette, and this was no accident, according to 
Simone. “The homeowner wanted the house to 
feel open and full of light again after the passing 

HAMPTONS HAPPINESS 
There is something special about a white and 
blue interior. The combination of these two 
heavenly hues has a way of bringing the 
freshness of the surf and sand indoors, creating 
a sense of calm and peace in any space. For the 
owner of this North Narrabeen property, years 
of living with a dark and heavy interior had her 
desperate for a change that would better reflect 
her northern beaches locale. She called on 
interior designer, Simone Delaney from Public/
Private with a brief to overhaul her kitchen in 
the classic and elegant Hamptons style. What 
neither party knew at the time, was that what 

“WHAT could be more AusTrAliAn 
THAn sAndsTone? iT becAme THe 
rock of THe Home, And THe resT 

of THe design developed And 
evolved from THere.”

A custom-made mark Tuckey coffee 
table and couches from moran make 
up the light and airy living room. 

The original sandstone fireplace is the focus 
of the house and adds a strong natural 
element to contrast with the Hamptons-style 
soft furnishings. Artwork from beachwood.
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
Colour code: bright and breezy, light and 
fresh describes this house’s colour 
scheme. ‘White duck’ (half) by dulux on 
the walls provided the perfect backdrop 
for everything else to shine, including lots 
of blue accents. The blue kitchen bench 
was painted in ‘miles’ by dulux to break 
away from the blandness of a typical 
white kitchen.

Favourite thing: “my favourite piece may 
seem very small or insignificant, but it’s 
the mark Tuckey eggcup stool in the 
upstairs bathroom. The bathroom had 
become very Hamptons in its aesthetic 
and the stool brings it right back to the 
style we wanted the home to be in. it 
links in with the rest of the spaces and 
has a functional purpose in providing a 
place for the homeowner to rest her book 
when having a bath.”

Favourite room: “my favourite room is 
the homeowner’s bedroom on the upper 
floor. This room was originally very dark, 
with its lofted ceiling entirely covered in 
dark timber panelling and a dark timber 
floor. We wanted to completely refresh 
the space so we repainted everything, and 
added light green-painted wainscoting to 
give the room depth.”

Biggest Challenge: The biggest challenge 
in designing this house was the 
timeframe. The house was renovated over 
a two-year period as the project grew and 
grew, finally becoming a whole home 
renovation and redesign.

Simone. “It became the rock of the home, and 
the rest of the design developed and evolved 
from there.” 

The genius in this elegant renovation lies in 
the effortless melding of the two compatible 
design ideas and the fluid effect it has on the 
feel of the property. “I love how each room 
flows so the whole home works together 

seamlessly and never strays from the initial brief 
that we set out,” Simone says.

 Its stylistic uniqueness is also indicative of the 
designer’s aversion to playing it safe, and this has 
led to a house that isn’t quite traditional, and 
isn’t quite beachy, but somehow hits the mark. 
“The best decisions are always the ones that 
seem a little risky at first,” she says.

wanted to tone it down,” says Simone. “We 
decided to give it more of an Australian, 
coastal update to make it suit its beach 
surroundings. We used a lot of local 
suppliers to not only reflect an Australian 
coastal theme but to also add a degree of 
sustainability to the home, by sourcing 
pieces from ethical and local stores.” 

These pieces include plenty of natural 
materials, with American oak playing a big 

role in warming up the potentially stark 
palette of white, grey and blue. Wooden side 
tables and wall hooks offset white walls, 
while the original sandstone fireplace serves 
as the focus of the whole home. Positioned 
downstairs in the living room, it sits 
rustically beautiful and proudly Australian 
alongside the Hamptons-esque soft 
furnishings of the cosy room. “What could 
be more Australian than sandstone?” says 

The dining table and chairs from 
mark Tuckey tie in with the natural 
sandstone of the wall, softening the 
cool-coloured interior. The pendant 
lights are from muuto.

A Jimmy possum stool 
sits beneath pendant 

lights from matt blatt. 

The splash back in the kitchen 
from Academy Tiles uses a 
patterned tile that adds interest 
and texture to the mostly-white 
kitchen. The blind’s fabric from 
roma is in the exact same shade 
of blue as the island bench.

The kitchen, by seabreeze kitchens, was the 
first room in the house that was renovated 
and became the reference for the complete 
re-design of the house. The pendant lights 
are from schots Home emporium, the floor 
tiles from Academy Tiles.

stovetop and oven by smeg, 
pot filler from The english 

Tapware company and splash 
back from Academy Tiles.
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ABOUT PUBLIC/PRIVATE   
launched in 2013, public/private is led by interior designer, simone 
delaney in sydney. focusing on natural, responsive and functional 
interiors, public/private provides highly personalised and collaborative 
design services for both residential and commercial properties. Public/
Private 0423 409 600 and www.publicprivate.com.au

The main bedroom features the 
original loft ceiling, transformed from 

its heavy, dark wood to become a 
light and bright feature of the room.

IMPERFECT BEAUTY
There is energy, personality, and a sense of calm all at the same 
time in this house in which the design never feels forced, but 
rather is as laid back and free, luminous and light as the 
Australian culture and environment it reflects. This means that 
even more alluring than its obvious beauty, is the sense of 
comfort and being “lived-in” that the home exudes. 

The homeowner favoured carpet over floorboards for warmth 
and easy upkeep, and every item in the abode seems to have a 
proper purpose. Accessories like the Mark Tuckey wooden stool 
in the upstairs bathroom, and the floor-to-ceiling bookshelf in 
the main bedroom remind you that this is no show home, and 
that striking a balance between beauty and function was key in 
the design process.  

The transformation of this home from dark and uninspiring to 
light and breezy mirrored a transition of the more personal sort 
for this northern beaches homeowner. Her revived and 
reinvigorated home represented a new stage in her life, and for 
Simone, this made the project all the more fulfilling. “I am so 
glad that the renovation has enabled the homeowner to fall in 
love with her home again.”  MH

The green and silver theme 
was taken from the feature 
chair in this guest room. The 
prints were created by 
simone and then framed to 
tie in with the graphics in 
the bed cushions. 

This green feature chair in one of the 
guest rooms was an old chair from the 
homeowner’s mother that held 
sentimental value. it was recovered by 
Armchair collective. The fisherman 
nets were picked up in an antique 
store on the northern beaches and 
add a coastal charm to the room.

The mark Tuckey wooden eggcup stool 
adds an Australian coastal element to an 
otherwise Hamptons-heavy bathroom. The 
bath is from Hardware and general, blind 
from susan’s curtains in narrabeen. 

subway tiles from Tiles by kate are offset 
by a strip of grey paint on the bathroom 
walls to prevent the room from becoming 
too stark. The basin is from Hardware and 
general, while the pendant light is from 
dunlin Home.

A grey and white interior 
in the bathroom ties in 

with the cool palette in the 
remainder of the house.
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