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Take a peek at an icon-in- 

the-making with newly released 
images of Crown Towers Sydney

Renowned cruise line Viking  
announces plans to expand into 

expedition cruising

Boutique hotel group Lancemore 
set to open in an exciting new 

Melbourne location
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CROWN TOWERS SYDNEY
Crown has released a series of never-before-seen 
renders of Crown Towers Sydney, set to open 
at waterside precinct Barangaroo in December, 
three months ahead of schedule. Standing at 
275-metres, the hotel will be the tallest in Sydney 
and promises an ultra-luxurious hospitality 
experience unrivalled in Australia, with nearly 
every element of the fit-out custom designed. 
Featuring 349 guest rooms, including 20 villas 
and two premium villas, Crown Towers’ top villa 
will span an extraordinary 820 metres across two 
levels and will be the highest habitable space in 
any hotel in Sydney. 

An internationally renowned team of the world’s 
best designers has come together to create 

an architectural masterpiece both inside and 
out, with award-winning architect WilkinsonEyre 
behind the spectacular building. Overlaid with 
a facade comprising over 8000 glass panels, 
all individually cut and unique in size, Crown 
Sydney’s distinctive structure sees it twist as it 
rises in a petal-like formation, creating unique 
floors at each level and framing the views of 
Sydney’s most iconic harbourside landmarks. The 
concentric nature of the building means each 
room has a unique configuration.

The interiors showcase refined luxury with 
coastal hues inspired by the hotel’s waterfront 
location, with 50 custom-made crystal light  
pieces along with a chandelier that is close 

to eight metres long on display. The guest 
bathrooms feature Ella Blue Marble walls, Nero 
Marquina floors and custom-made baths, there 
are Jacuzzis in the villas and bespoke fittings by 
Apaiser and Hansgrohe, while Balinese-inspired 
landscaping is seen throughout the hotel. 

“Crown Towers Sydney will stand amongst 
the finest hotels in world... international in feel, 
but celebrating the beauty of Sydney and its 
surrounds in its execution,” said Crown Sydney 
Chief Operating Officer, Peter Crinis.

Crown Sydney is predicted to contribute almost 
half a billion dollar to the economy when it opens. 
Bookings will go live before July. 
crownhotels.com.au 

080220_Luxury_Travel_Ad_Converted_230x285.indd   1 2020/02/08   13:13



2 6  |  LU X U R Y T R AV E L M AG . C O M . AU

N E W S

Accor is the latest global hotel company 
to commit to the elimination of single-use 
plastics in guest experience, having joined 
the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative and 
vowing to remove the environmentally 
detrimental items by 2022. “We are aware of 
the significant impact we have on our planet 
and our responsibility to create tangible 
benefits for our employees, guests, suppliers, 
partners and host communities,” said 
Sébastien Bazin, Chairman & CEO, Accor.  
“It’s about being aware, socially conscious 
and consistent.”

The new commitment is in addition to 
the hotel chain’s previous commitment 
to eliminate all plastic straws, stirrers and 
cotton buds, and includes the removal of 
individual plastic toiletry amenities and cups 
by the end of 2020. All remaining single-use 
plastic items in guestrooms, meeting areas, 
restaurants and all leisure activities areas will 
be eliminated by the end of 2022.

Several Accor hotels within the group’s 
portfolio – including Novotel Yangon Max, 
Myanmar, Sofitel Bogota, many hotels in Bali 
and Lombok, Indonesia, and Ibis Styles São 
Paulo Anhembi – have also already taken 
steps individually to be plastic-free and are 
advancing towards a 100 per cent single-use-
plastic free objective.      

7 guests check in to a home, 
apartment or unique rental property 

per second 
Source: Booking.com

ACCOR BIDS FAREWELL 
TO SINGLE-USE PLASTIC

River and ocean cruise line Viking has announced it 
is expanding into expedition cruising with new ship 
Viking Octantis floating out from January 2022. The 
ship will voyage to Antarctica and North America’s 
Great Lakes, while a second expedition vessel, 
Viking Polaris, will sail to Antarctica and the Arctic 
beginning in August 2022.

The new Polar Class 6 Viking Octantis and Viking 
Polaris will each host 378 guests in 189 staterooms 
and offer the same amenities as Viking’s ocean 
and river ships, with modern Scandinavian design 
throughout, intimate spaces and panoramic views 
from every location on the ship.

Highlights include The Hangar, an enclosed 
in-ship marina, two six-guest submarines, a fleet 
of two-seater Arctic-tested kayaks, an enclosed 
stern terrace with 270-degree views, and a ‘market’ 
concept cafe offering live cooking, an open kitchen, 
bakery, grill and premium seafood and sushi 
choices. Guests will be able to visit the Laboratory 

under supervised access to learn more about 
the experiments conducted by researchers from 
Viking’s partner institutes, and three temperature-
controlled pools will be available aboard each ship 
as well as a Nordic Spa and fitness centre.

The on-board expedition program is designed to 
prepare guests for their onshore experiences, with 
more than 25 experts accompanying each journey 
and facilitating daily briefings and lectures about 
their destination. On shore, guests can assist in 
fieldwork or interact through experiential activities 
during landings. Viking’s expedition ships minimise 
environmental impact through features such as the 
straight bow that reduces fuel consumption and  
a positioning system that enables the ship to hover 
over the seabed without anchoring. Early bird 
savings are available for 2022 and 2023 Viking 
Expedition itineraries for those who book before  
31 March 2020.  
vikingcruises.com.au/expeditions 

VIKING HEADS TO 
THE HIGH SEAS

FLEXY TIME
The Hoxton is rolling out flexible check-in and 
check-out times across its nine properties in the 
UK, Europe and the USA. When booking direct on 
thehoxton.com at least 72 hours before their stay, 
guests can select check-in and check-out times from 
24-hour options on a drop-down menu, allowing 
them to tailor their arrival and departure.      

Bringing you closer than ever to the majesty of the Arctic and Antarctica, your 
life-changing G Expedition cruise gets you on a first-name basis with the most 
fragile ecosystems on our planet. 

Our small-ship tours use environmentally-safe practices both onboard and 
everywhere we go — working closely with conservation partners to ensure we 
are being as responsible and sustainable as possible on-tour. (Think: no plastics 
onboard, beach cleanups!) Plus, with the ship’s 10:1 passenger-expert ratio, your 
tour is more than a cruise — it’s floating classroom loaded with the hands-on 
attention you can’t get out of a guidebook.

Sustainability 
at sea.

Book your life-changing polar cruise today.
gadventures.com.au/destinations/polar

The polar opposite of just a cruise.
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Pet-friendly hotels are becoming more 
popular, but for those furry friends who prefer 
a room of their own, recently opened cat 
hotel, Furbaby Retreat, in North Perth has 
just the thing. Offering felines the full five-star 
treatment, 27 luxury suites are available for 
the classy cat clientele, with the over-the-top 
penthouse suite coming with a human-sized 
bed, an extra-large room and a window for 
soaking up the sun. 

The cat hotel was designed by animal 
architects in consultation with cat behaviour 
specialists, and all suites come standard with 
luxury beds, temperature control, vet-approved 
meals and individual ventilation for optimal 
hygiene. The cat hotel also boasts a Fun Room 
for private daily play time, with a window for 
sunning, cat wheel, secret nooks for hiding, 
climbing and jumping, scratching options, 
and lots of toys and games. For cats that love 
human contact, cuddle time is also offered to 
ensure guests get all the scratches, cuddles 
and brushing they desire, so owners can 
head off on holiday knowing their furbaby is 
living in the lap of luxury. Sounds purrrfect. 
furbabyretreat.com.au

The amount train travel across  
Europe generates, with that figure 

expected to grow to €1.5bn by 2028.
Source: Rail Europe

€

NEW PERTH 
HOTEL IS THE 
CAT’S PYJAMAS

M008

Australian boutique hotel collection Lancemore 
has announced the addition of a Melbourne hotel 
to its stable of properties, with the opening of 
Lancemore Crossley St. set for 27 March 2020. 
Working with award-winning design firm Carr 
(featured in our cover story on page 42) on the 
$10 million transformation, the property will be the 
seventh in the company’s portfolio, which includes 
Lancemore Lindenderry Red Hill and Potts Point 
property, Larmont Sydney by Lancemore.

Situated in a laneway location, the hotel on 
Crossley Street, previously named Romeo Lane, 
is ideally located at a crossroads of Melburnian 
culture between the ‘Paris end’ of Bourke Street, 
the Theatre District and Chinatown. 

The hotel will feature five room types for guests 
to choose from, its walls hung with commissions 
from emerging artists and a rooftop terrace 
boasting city skyline views. Guests can choose 
whether to retreat to the calm offered by the 113 
private rooms or experience the programs of the 
public spaces. 

Lancemore Group is currently undergoing 
a rebrand, with creative agency Projects of 
Imagination (Chin Chin, Rare Hare at Jackalope, 
United Places) overseeing the transition and all 
the brand touchpoints for Crossley St.  
lancemore.com.au/crossley-st

More LanceMore for MeLbourne 
with crossLey st. Debut

Our luxury affiliations:

Find your MTA Luxury Travel Expert:       mtatravel.com.au |       1300 365 688

With you all the way
       mtatravel.com.au |       1300 365 688       mtatravel.com.au |       1300 365 688

Our luxury affiliations:
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use ear plugs or 
noise cancelling 
headsets to help 

them sleep on long-
haul flights

use sleeping 
tablets

drink alcohol to aid 
their sky slumber 

choose healthy 
food when they 

arrive at their 
destination to help 

with recovery

Is it just us, or is Belize suddenly on travellers’ 
lips? In fact, the whole of the Caribbean 
seems to be making a comeback following the 
devastation of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 
2017, but Belize is among its fastest-growing 
destinations of the past decade. Latest 
statistics from the nation’s tourism board show 
that Belize surpassed the half-million mark in 
2019, welcoming a total of 503,177 overnight 
visitors – more than double the 241,119 arrivals 
in 2010 – and cruise arrivals surpassed the 
one-million mark for the fourth consecutive 
year. Tour operators such as World Expeditions 
have also launched itineraries in Belize for 
the first time, while new flight routes from 
Texas and Canada have contributed to an 
influx of tourists from these two destinations. 
But there has also been a steady increase in 
visitors from our very own Oceania region in 
the past five years, according to the Belize 
Tourism Board. “It is unclear what contributed 

to the uptick in visitors from the Oceania 
region,” the report says, but we can think of 
a few reasons: white sand beaches, clear 
aquamarine lagoons, a Barrier Reef swarming 
with marine life and dense rainforest covering 
half of the country, where you’ll also find 
Mayan ruins such as Caracol with its looming 
pyramid, for a start. Not to mention, off the 
coast are hundreds of low-lying islands called 
‘cayes’, where luxurious eco-resorts are 
beginning to sprout up. Four Seasons Resort 
and Residences is slated to open on Caye 
Chapel in 2021; an Autograph Collection hotel 
by Marriott is debuting on Belize’s largest 
island, Ambergris Caye, late this year; while 
Hollywood star and environmentalist Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s private island eco-resort on 
Blackadore Caye is rumoured to be opening 
next year, too. It’s only a matter of time before 
the word gets out on Belize and it becomes 
a well-trodden island escape, so get to it.

E Y E S  O N

JETLAG BUSTERS

Source: Qantas

54 38 39%

With regional eastern Australia in recovery 
mode and tourism boards eagerly urging 
domestic and international travellers to ‘keep 
calm and carry on’ visiting, there’s no better 
time to venture beyond the city to some of the 
country’s off-grid hideouts. Australian travel 
startup Riparide encourages city dwellers 
to unplug from the daily grind and head into 
nature to recharge their souls, by pioneering 
the concept of turning shared travel photos 
into bookable experiences. Currently, more 
than 300 adventure stories are available to 
book across regional Victoria and New South 
Wales in the form of tiny houses, floating 
luxury villas, yachts and llama treks, as well as 
good old-fashioned homesteads.

“Our social media feeds are brimming with 
photos that inspire us to travel and we often 
rely on our friends for recommendations on 
where to go, so it’s no surprise that so many 
people have embraced booking escapes 
through ‘stories’,” says Riparide Founder, 
Marlon Law. Put those hard-earned tourist 
dollars to good use in your own backyard, and 
to the communities that need them. Riparide 
certainly has, having raised nearly $25,000 
for bushfire relief through bookings in 
January alone.      riparide.com

Explore Your 
Backyard

%10 *Meriton Suites World Tower 3 Bedroom Icon Penthouse

Wo r l d  To w e r  •  Ke n t  S t r e e t  •  P i t t  S t r e e t  •  S u s s e x  S t r e e t
B o n d i  J u n c t i o n  •  C a r t e r  S t r e e t ,  L i d c o m b e
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H e r s c h e l  S t r e e t ,  B r i s b a n e

Discover expansive and luxurious living on top some of the country’s tallest buildings, perfect for couples, 

groups and families looking to indulge and unwind. With 7 Penthouse Collection locations across Sydney and 

Brisbane and an extensive collection of 3 and 4 bedroom suites, they are sure to make your stay unforgettable.

E x p e r i e n c e  U n r i v a l l e d
Vi e w s  &  I m p e c c a b l e  L u x u r y.

Uncover penthouse li ving at i ts f inest wi th Meri ton Sui tes.
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Travellers visiting Swedish Lapland in the hope 
of seeing the Northern Lights can now take the 
viewing experience up a notch, with a new hot 
air balloon concept by the founders of the Aurora 
Safari Camp. Jonas Gejke and Fredrik Broman 
are starting hot air balloon operations in Swedish 
Lapland along with ballooning expert Andrew 
Peart, who has been flying hot air balloons for 
more than 25 years over the African savannahs. 
“This is a first,” says Jonathan Cooper, founder 
of Off the Map Travel and an Arctic travel expert. 
“We’ve never heard of anything like this before 
and everything is pointing to this being the 
region’s next big highlight Aurora experience.”

The first aurora flight will take off in December 
and will be available through to April 2021 – 
with bookings opening in May. The experience 
will see the balloon take off and ascend to 40 
metres, where it will hover while remaining 
anchored to the arctic ice below. For those 
more interested in the Arctic landscapes, the 

Lapland Ballooning team will also be running 
daytime expedition flights from its home base in 
Gunnarsbyn, Råneå River Valley over the Arctic 
wilderness.

“To experience the Northern Lights from the 
tranquility of the balloon in a remote wilderness 
region of Northern Sweden is a very special 
experience and one that will serve as a highlight 
for any luxury Arctic adventure,” Cooper said. 
“Although the Aurora is never guaranteed, what 
better place to hunt for it than by ascending into 
the stars yourself.”

The full-board 4-day/3-night Aurora in the Sky 
itinerary costs from £2275 per person (about 
A$4395), not including flights. The cost includes 
meals, private transfers, accommodation at the 
Outpost and Aurora Safari Camp, as well as a 
snowmobile adventure with lunch on the Arctic 
circle, the Aurora Hot Air Balloon experience, 
and a snowmobile adventure to the ‘meet the 
locals’ experience.  offthemap.travel

UK publication and trend forecasting company 
Globetrender has reported that just over 
one fifth (21 per cent) of UK drinkers don’t 
feel comfortable ordering cocktails that they 
perceive to be more skewed to the opposite 
sex. The findings came from a survey of 2000 
British people by restaurant and bar chain 
Burger & Lobster, and also revealed 13 per 
cent have been teased for drinking things 
that are too feminine, like a Cosmopolitan 
or Bellini, or too masculine such as an Old 
Fashioned or Negroni, Globetrender stated. 
The colour of the drink, garnishes used and 
dominant flavours deemed to be ‘girly’ or 
‘manly’ were all factors the respondents said 
influenced their cocktail choice, with sweet, 
fruity cocktails typically seen as being for 
women and potent, spirit-heavy drinks for 
men. The answer? Gender-neutral cocktails, 
of course. Burger & Lobster launched five 
transparent and nameless cocktails in 
response to the survey, meaning the future 
of first dates in London is looking a lot less 
awkward. Maybe it’s a Brit thing.  

How much you’ll need to invest 
in property in Fiji to qualify for 

permanent residency. Five years of 
living in the tropical country will get 

you full citizenship. 
Source: Lovemoney

$18   ,000 

GENDER-
NEUTRAL 
COCKTAILS

SEE THE NORTHERN 
LIGHTS FROM THE SKY
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Sofitel Melbourne On Collins,  
25 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.  
Book your stay at sofitel-melbourne.com.au
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Live the French way


