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The Ritz-Carlton, Perth has opened at landmark development Elizabeth Quay on 
the shores of the Swan River. The property’s debut marks the 100th Ritz-Carlton 
hotel to open globally, and the long-awaited return of the luxury hotel brand to 
Australia, 18 years after celebrity haunt, The Ritz-Carlton Double Bay stopped 
operating in Sydney.

“We are very excited to bring the legendary service and exceptional luxury 
of The Ritz-Carlton brand back to Australia,” said Lisa Holladay, Global Brand 
Leader, The Ritz-Carlton. “Perth as a destination has so much to offer the 
luxury traveller, from its stunning landscapes to its superior produce and wine. 
Our ladies and gentlemen at The Ritz-Carlton, Perth are looking forward to 
providing guests with enriching experiences that are deeply ingrained in the 
local culture and destination.”

The 205-room, 19-suite hotel offers sweeping city and Swan River views, 
and design inspired by the natural beauty of Western Australia. The lobby 
displays 13-metre-high ceilings and a custom chandelier, a palette of natural 
earth tones and the use of luxurious natural materials.

With acclaimed Western Australian Executive Chef Jed Gerrard at the helm, 
the hotel’s signature restaurant and lounge, Hearth, reinterprets the classic 
Australian barbecue, using the finest produce from the region’s farmers, 
fishermen and artisans.

Still nodding to the Western Australian locale, The Ritz-Carlton Spa, Perth 
offers treatments inspired by Australia’s natural healing products in four 
specialised treatment rooms along with a modern fitness centre and yoga 
studio for post-flight stretches and meditation.

It’s all very flash, but the jewel in the crown has got to be the light-filled, 
277-square-metre signature Ritz-Carlton Suite, with separate sleeping, living 
and entertainment areas and floor-to-ceiling windows offering panoramic 
views of the Swan River. The second Australian Ritz-Carlton is currently under 
construction in Melbourne’s Swanston Street. Watch this space. 
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GREAT BARRIER REEF | REEFSUITES
Taking immersive travel to the next level, it’s 
now possible to spend the night underwater 
at the Great Barrier Reef. Cruise Whitsundays’ 
‘Reefsuites’ at Hardy Reef feature floor-to-ceiling 
windows affording guests panoramic views 
of marine life, while the renewed Reefsleep 
experience allows up to 24 guests at a time to 
sleep under the stars on the pontoon’s top deck 
in specially designed ‘reefbeds’. The full Reefsuite 
experience includes a return cruise to the reef, 
all meals and beverages, a selection of marine 
activities and overnight accommodation.

SYDNEY | WILDLIFE RETREAT AT TARONGA 
If you love the idea of spending a night at Taronga 
Zoo but the thought of Roar and Snore‘s safari-
style accommodation makes you break out in a 
sweat, Wildlife Retreat at Taronga could be right 
up your alley. The impressive new retreat not only 
gives guests the chance to wake up to the rustling 
of a bandicoot or the call of a lyrebird, and to revel 
in the natural beauty of the surrounding bushland, 
but also offers such delights from the comfort of a 
five-star room. Meanwhile, the restaurant, Me-Gal 
– exclusive to Retreat guests – boasts some of the 
most spectacular views in all of Sydney.

CAIRNS | BAILEY, A CRYSTALBROOK 
COLLECTION HOTEL
Following the opening of Riley, a Crystalbrook 
Collection Hotel in Cairns in November 2018, comes 
the debut of lifestyle hotel Bailey, the arty and 
creative sibling. Another Crystalbrook hotel, Flynn, will 
open in Cairns in early 2020. Located in the heart of 
Cairns’ flourishing cultural precinct, Bailey celebrates 
art in all its forms, with dedicated spaces for art 
located within the hotel’s public areas. Each of the 
12 guest floors is also designed to feature separate 
artists, with this art changing regularly.

CANBERRA | MIDNIGHT HOTEL
Part of Marriott International’s Autograph 
Collection, Midnight Hotel opened in September 
in Braddon, one of Canberra’s emerging and 
creative inner-city suburbs. The sculptural, 
contemporary and architecturally-focused hotel 
showcases sharp, textural materials such as 
polished concrete, glass, metal and brass, while 
each of the 199 premium guest rooms features a 
unique, custom artwork designed and created by 
acclaimed artist, Thomas Bucich.

PERTH | THE ADNATE
Australia’s ninth Art Series hotel, The Adnate, 

opened in Perth’s city centre in October, adjacent 
to the capital’s luxury shopping locale of King 
Street. The first Art Series hotel to open in Western 
Australia, the 250-room, colourful hotel follows 
the opening of The Fantauzzo in Brisbane in June. 
Inspired by the powerful, multicultural portraiture 
of renowned Australian big-wall street artist, Matt 
Adnate, The Adnate features one of the world’s 
largest ‘mega murals’ – a monumental artwork 
spanning 25 storeys. Signature art experiences at 
The Adnate include the brand’s famous art tours, 
in-room art channels and art libraries to get up 
close and personal with Adnate’s work.

HOBART | MOSS HOTEL
Moss, a 41-room boutique hotel, opened its doors 
in Hobart in June, providing a hidden retreat 
tucked above the historic docks of Salamanca 
Place. Positioned within the original warehouses of 
the area that were once home to Hobart’s traders, 
whalers, publicans, gentlemen and convicts, the 
boutique hotel is heavily inspired by local scenery, 
incorporating features that are unique to the state. 
Think: Tasmanian Blackwood, colours, textures, and 
patterns found in the natural Tasmanian landscape, 
and Tasmanian Sandstone side tables – collectively 
creating a true sense of place. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Perth isn’t the only exciting newcomer to the Australian hotel 
scene. It seems the entire nation is in the midst of a hotel renaissance, with the 
country experiencing the biggest hotel building boom since the 2000 Olympics. 
According to data from Tourism Australia, after a prolonged period of limited new 
supply, developers have begun to recognise Australia’s solid tourism demand 
and a range of exciting hotel products are being built as a result.

As of July, there were a total of 53,227 rooms in the pipeline until 2028, 
from a total of 305 hotel projects. It’s all about the ‘lifestyle hotel’, as 
boutique brands grow at a rapid rate, and cater to the changing demands 

of travellers, which include hotels that showcase localism, wellness, 
individualism, art and sustainability, according to a 2018 report by Tourism 
Accommodation Australia.

“While the concentration of new hotel openings has been in cities such as Perth, 
Brisbane and Adelaide over the past four years, the new era of hotel development 
is sweeping across Australia, with 200 new or upgraded hotels scheduled to be 
launched by 2025,” the report says. “Australia is at the forefront of the global hotel 
renaissance, with ‘Hotels of the Future’ already opened, changing the face of the 
hospitality industry and introducing world-class design.”

O N  O U R  R A DA R

AUSTRALIA’S HOTEL SURGE

So what exciting new openings have we seen recently?

- THE MALDIVES DESTINATION EXPERTS -
INDULGE MALDIVES HOLIDAYS

DISCOVER THE BEST OF THE MALDIVES WITH US
100% Australian owned. Our Travel Specialists live in Maldives

& have visited over 120 Maldives Resorts. Personalised Service from
planning to departure. We bring to life your every vacation wish &

create your definition of the ultimate dream Maldives vacation.

E : h o l i d a y @ i n d u l g e m a l d i v e s . c o m

W: www.indulgemaldives.com

IG: @indulge.maldives

E: holiday@indulgemaldives.com
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AMAN TAKES TO THE SKIES 
WITH PRIVATE JET DEBUT
Aman Resorts is the latest hotel group to take 
to the skies, with the recent launch of the Aman 
Private Jet. An airborne extension of the luxury 
hotel brand’s haute-minimalist resort philosophy, 
the new, 12-seater Bombardier Global 5000 is 
available for charter between Aman properties 
as well as on bespoke itineraries and between 
non-Aman destinations. Guests can choose their 
in-flight meals ahead of their journey and enjoy 
high-speed WiFi connectivity throughout the flight, 
and an Aman Jet Concierge is on-hand to plan 
every detail of guests’ travels.

For those who want to leave it to the 
professionals, four new journeys incorporating 
multiple Aman properties and exploring some 
of the world’s most beguiling destinations have 
been curated for passengers. Looking to explore 
Indonesia? Bali & Beyond jets guests to Aman’s trio 
of Balinese retreats – Amandari, Amankila and the 
Aman Villas at Nusa Dua – as well as Amanjiwo, 

overlooking Borobudur in Central Java’s spiritual 
heartland, and unique tented camp Amanwana, on 
the island of Moyo in the Flores Sea.

Further afield, The Secrets of China journey 
combines stays at Amanfayun, Amandayan and 
Amanyangyun, taking guests from the rural peace 
of Hangzhou’s West Lake and the 1000-year-old 
history of Lijiang to the 21st-century dynamism  
of Shanghai.

Other journeys include trips to Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam, as well as a Bhutanese spiritual 
escape with a Phuket beach break.

As well as all flights, private transfers and 
accommodation at Aman properties, each of the 
journeys includes private tours of key cultural sites 
plus a host of exclusive privileges at each resort, 
such as personalised spa treatments, traditional 
blessing ceremonies and unique culinary and 
cultural experiences.   
aman.com/private-aviation

Direct Sydney 
to New York & 
London Flights  
on the Horizon? 

Flying direct to the Big Apple could be closer 
than you think, with the world’s first New York to 
Sydney non-stop commercial flight having taken 
place in October. The Qantas flight, which took 
19 hours and 16 minutes, is one of three ultra 
long-haul research flights the Australian airline 
announced in August would take place this 
year. The flights are part of Project Sunrise – a 
goal to operate regular, non-stop commercial 
flights from the east coast of Australia to London 
and New York. The direct flight will shave 
nearly three hours off the existing New York to 
Sydney via Los Angeles flight. Another New 
York to Sydney research flight will take place in 
December, and a London to Sydney flight took 
place in November – only the second time a 
commercial airline has completed the route.  
A decision on Project Sunrise is expected by 
the end of the year, so you could be saying 
“g’day” to the Big Apple and Old Blighty before 
you know it. 

H OT  P R O P E R T Y 

ESTONIA
A new study by Imovirtual has 
deemed Estonia as the best country 
in the world to buy a property abroad, 
thanks to its low housing costs, high 
earning potential, excellent quality 
of life and safety scores. The study 
looked at the expenses associated 
with keeping a property in another 
country and compared this with the 
money that can be made by letting 
out the house while it is not occupied 
by the owner. 

How much the average tourist  
spends while in Australia –  
the highest of any country. 
Source: Globehunters / WTO

$6987
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Biosphere Expeditions, the Marine Conservation 
Society, Reef Check Maldives and local Maldives 
environmental group, Save the Beach Maldives, 
have found, against expectations, that corals are 
showing some resilience, adaptability and even 
recovery from climate change effects. The collective 
group recently returned from a 250-kilometre 
expedition around the central Maldives, the ninth 
annual survey of its kind since 2010.

Expedition scientist and co-author of the  
recent paper, Dr Jean-Luc Solandt, said he and 
his team of citizen scientists found many baby 
(<1 year) and young (1-3 years) corals, as well as 
different species of corals growing vigorously at 
sites that they expected to be dead or dying:  
“It was surprising and encouraging to see a 
greater diversity of corals pushing through from 
the dead layer below. It seems nature is fighting 
back with a coral diversity explosion. We have 
seen resilience, adaptability and recovery this 
year,” Solandt explained.

One of the outstanding sites regularly visited 
by the annual Biosphere Expeditions surveys, 
Rasdhoo Madivaru, was recently declared a 
Marine Protected Area, being both resilient to 

the worst bleaching effects, and harbouring 
large megafauna such as sharks, manta rays, 
turtles and Napoleon wrasse. “Our expeditions 
have highlighted this site for the past nine years, 
as being of extraordinary biodiversity value,” 
concluded Solandt.

The encouraging findings come after two  
years of little coral recovery in the region, 
following the 2016 coral bleaching event that 
killed off large swathes of reefs, however Solandt 
added it’s not all plain sailing for the paradisiacal 
destination’s marine ecosystem. “Many reefs 
are still very badly affected and some have 
died altogether. And another temperature spike 
would kill many of the new corals we’ve seen… 
the background temperature is still hot at the 
bleaching threshold of 30 degrees celsius in very 
shallow water.”

Further surveys will be carried out by local 
organisations Save the Beach Maldives and Reef 
Check Maldives, who will also train more local 
divers to survey their own reefs in the future and 
set up more community-based reef conservation 
efforts. The Biosphere Expeditions annual survey 
will return to the Maldives in August next year. 

HIGH TEA 
IN NYC
Fifth Avenue in New York City might be 
known for its shopping, but for those less 
inclined to break the bank for the sake of a 
new outfit, there is always a more harmless 
temptation to cave to: tea. The Peninsula 
New York’s daily high tea is served in the 
elegant Gotham Lounge, where you’ll feel 
more like you’ve settled in a New York 
socialite’s sophisticated townhouse than a 
hotel dining room. Its art deco, geometric 
design of rich sapphire, chocolate brown and 
chrome creates an ambience of refinement, 
while The Floral Afternoon Tea menu of 
savoury sandwiches, sweet treats and, of 
course, fresh scones with jam and cream will 
ruin any plans for a New York slice that night. 
Get your cuppa between 2:30pm and 5pm, 
seven days a week.  peninsula.com

LONDON
Has the most Airbnbs of any 

capital city in the world, at 59,378. 
Sydney and Melbourne come in 
ninth and 10th place, at 22,604 

and 19,955 respectively.
Source: Inkifi 

E Y E S  O N :  T H E  M A L D I V E S

NATURE FIGHTING BACK
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Thirsty? 
Just Shake for 
Champagne, says 
Virgin Voyages

Have you booked your next 
Hamilton Island Escape?

Contact our Whitsunday Holidays expert consultants via phone, live chat, online 
enquiry or email us direct at bookings@whitsundayholidays.com.au

Phone: 1300 653 997  Visit: whitsundayholidays.com.au

Quali
ty 

propert
y o

ptio
ns i

n 

our c
olle

cti
on. W

e w
ill 

mak
e t

he 

perf
ec

t m
atc

h fo
r y

ou.

60+

Virgin Voyages has created an on-demand delivery 
service we never knew we needed. When Richard 
Branson’s adults-only, youth-focused ship Lady 
Scarlet makes its inaugural voyage from Miami 
to the Caribbean in April, guests – known as 

‘sailors’ in Virgin speak – need simply shake the 
Virgin Voyages Sailor App, for a clandestine Virgin 
Voyages Champagne button to appear. Just one 
press and, hey presto, a bottle of Möet & Chandon 
Impérial in a gleaming Virgin-red champagne 
bucket will be delivered direct to their location. 
Gimmicky? Absolutely. Does that make us want to 
try it any less? Not in the slightest. As President 
and CEO of Virgin Voyages, Tom McAlpin, says: 
“It is never too early for champagne… we want 
our sailors to enjoy a glamorous holiday and what 
better way to feel like a rockstar than a sip of 
bubbly whenever and wherever you want it.” We’ll 
cheers to that. 

Gidget Foundation Australia provides support for parents and families 
suffering emotional distress during pregnancy and early parenting. Speak 
to your GP today about getting a referral to see us.

1 in 6 new parents experience 
perinatal depression and anxiety.


