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Small Luxury Hotels (SLH) has announced it will be taking an environmentally-
friendly step forward as it approaches its 30th birthday in 2020. The hotel 
group has partnered with The Considerate Group, which helps businesses 
operate more responsibly, to launch a brand-wide conscious travel strategy in 
line with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. “Through our new standards 
for conscious travel, which we will be launching at our Global Conference next 
spring, we will formalise our commitment as a business to this, showcasing 

hotels and their activities to inspire others, whilst providing guidelines for those 
hotels looking to take positive action and expand their sustainability programs,” 
Jean-François Ferret, CEO, Small Luxury Hotels of the Word, told Luxury Travel. 
The decision follows a recent poll of SLH-invited members, which found that 72 
per cent either prefer to, or exclusively stay in, hotels that practice some form of 
responsible tourism or that cater to a diverse group of guests. Here are some of 
the recent green initiatives from the SLH portfolio.   slh.com

SLH GOES GREEN FOR ITS 30TH BIRTHDAY

akyra TAS Sukhumvit Bangkok
NO PLASTIC,  PLEASE
The fi rst ‘no single-use plastic’ 
hotel in Asia, akyra TAS Sukhumvit 
Bangkok gives guests a stainless-
steel water bottle in their room, 
which can be refi lled for free at 
water stations on every fl oor. The 
toiletries in the rooms are packaged 
in locally made celadon containers, 
and bin bags are all biodegradable.

137 Pillars Suites, Bangkok
LOW ENERGY
Energy wastage is kept to a 
minimum, thanks to the use of 
in-room motion detectors which 
turn off  the lights when they’re not 
needed, along with air-conditioning 
units that automatically switch off  
when the balcony doors are opened. 
LED lights are used throughout, and 
the hotel has invested in a two-step 
toilet-fl ushing system to reduce 
water waste. 

137 Pillars House, Chiang Mai
BYE BYE,  BUGS
Chaing Mai’s 137 Pillars House 
recently hired an internationally 
acclaimed mosquito expert who 
has shown the property how best 
to sustainably eliminate and limit 
mosquito breeding areas without the 
use of chemicals. Fogging is now 
required a lot less frequently.

Velassaru Maldives
GUILT-FREE STRAWS 
Velassaru Maldives has introduced 
fl avoured edible straws that can 
withstand up to half an hour 
submerged in liquids. Made from 
sugar and corn starch, these 
straws are gluten free and come in 
chocolate, strawberry and neutral 
fl avours. The resort has also 
introduced a Recycling Facility and 
a Pro-Biotic Aeration Plant that 
reuses greywater to irrigate gardens.

Hotel Lungarno, Florence
CLEAN AND GREEN
Hotel Lungarno has teamed up 
with hospitality recycling program 
Clean the World to recycle its soap 
and shampoo. The hotel sends 
the leftover products to countries 
vulnerable to diseases that could be 
prevented with improved hygiene 
such as washing hands with soap.

Ariana Sustainable 
Luxury Lodge, Turkey
SOLAR POWER
Ariana Sustainable Luxury Lodge 
produces 26 per cent of its energy 
through solar power, provides Tesla 
charging points and cultivates its 
own vegetables and grapes.

Cape Kudu, Koh Yao Noi
SAVE THE BIRDS
Cape Kudu staff  build nests for 
hornbills to create safe sanctuaries 
for female hornbills to nest and 
moult. The property also involves 
guests in its sustainability eff orts, 
to encourage visitors to collect 
recyclable waste in return for a free 
drink or ice cream at Cafe Kantary. 
The recyclable waste was sent to 
fi ve local schools where students 
turned the waste into art.

Ovolo Woolloomooloo
PLANT POWER
This hotel saw the launch of the fi rst 
ever 100 per cent plant-based hotel 
dining establishment in early 2018 
with Alibi. By developing a menu 
with plant-based dining pioneer 
Matthew Kenny, Alibi seeks to 
educate consumers on plant-based 
dining using seasonal and locally 
sourced produce. The property also 
harnesses energy from its aquatic 
surroundings to power its elevator.
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Gaia Gets  an Upgrade
Twelve months into its extensive 
refurbishment, Gaia Retreat & Spa in the 
Byron Bay hinterland has unveiled a two-
bedroom Komala Luxe Villa overlooking 
the retreat’s lush landscape of undulating 
valleys and organic gardens. Designed for 
utmost indulgence and R&R, the expansive 
villa has a saltwater infinity plunge pool, 
large private deck areas with daybed 
kabana, lounge-room fireplace and its 
own private treatment areas. Samadhi 
Yoga Room has also been upgraded, and 
with its position nestled in the sprawling 
rainforest, offers morning yoga as well as 
meditation and sound healing with a truly 
magical vista.   gaiaretreat.com.au

The amount it will cost per day 
to stay on board the International 
Space Station (ISS), when it opens 
its doors to tourists in 2020. Just 

two private astronauts per year will 
be permitted to stay on board the 

ISS for up to 30 days each, and 
they will have to use a commercial 
US spacecraft, such as Elon Musk’s 

SpaceX vessels, to get there.

Following on from Whistler Blackcomb’s historic investment of CAD$52 million (about A$58 million) last 
year, enhancing the world’s longest continuous lift system – the three-gondola mountain interconnect, 
Peak 2 Peak – there are now even more reasons to visit this world-famous ski destination… even if you’re 
not a skier. Fresh Tracks Mountain-Top Breakfast sees guests boarding the Whistler Village Gondola at 
7:15am before heading up to the Roundhouse Lodge for a delicious, mountain-sized breakfast buffet. 
Then, as an added bonus for the skiers along for the ride, guests get their fill of fresh powder or perfectly 
groomed corduroy on the upper mountain before the rest of world is even out of bed. For those more 
interested in the view, continue on the Peak 2 Peak Gondola and take in the vantage point from  
436 metres above ground.        mogulski.com.au

US$35K

WHISTLER:  
NOT JUST  

FOR SKIERS
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INSPIRATO PASS
If you get a rude awakening every time you calculate how much 
you’ve spent on travel for the year, you’ll be relieved to know 
there’s a new membership in town that allows travellers to book 
thousands of trips around the world for a set monthly fee. With 
no nightly rates, taxes, or fees, Inspirato Pass is the world’s first 
luxury travel subscription, providing pass holders access to more 
than 60,000 worldwide luxury holiday homes, hotels, resorts and 
one-of-a-kind ‘Inspirato Only’ experiences – like European cruises, 
African safaris and marquee sporting events – for US$2500 (about 
A$3700) per month. Each trip includes Inspirato’s signature five-
star service through dedicated travel specialists, who can help 
with bookings, planning itineraries and addressing guests’ needs 
throughout the stay. “Inspirato Pass gives affluent travellers the 
freedom to book a wider variety of trips and experiences on a more 
frequent basis, without the burden of nightly rates, all at tremendous 
value,” explained Brent Handler, Founder and CEO of Inspirato. The 
membership is aimed at everyone from empty-nesters making the 
most of their golden years to multi-generational families looking for 
a week-long overseas trip and business travellers seeking luxury 
hotel rooms in the world’s best cities. Tens of thousands of available 
trips in more than 150 locations throughout the USA, Mexico, Central 
and South America, Europe and Asia are bookable, with the list of 
available trips refreshing daily.  inspiratopass.com

DINE IN 
HARMONY AT 
VELAA’S DUET 
DINNERS
Velaa Private Island Resort in the Maldives will be holding 
a series of dinners created by famous wine makers and 
Michelin-starred chefs this November, with the launch of 
Gastronomy Duets. 

Velaa chef Gaushan de Silva will work with culinary 
wizards Brian Mark Hansen from Søllerød Kro in 
Denmark, Alain Alders from De Vrienden van Jacob in the 
Netherlands and Tristan Brandt from Opus V in Germany 
respectively on the four dinners to take place throughout 
the month. The resort, which boasts the largest wine 
cellar in the Maldives with more than 1000 bins, will 
also welcome much-lauded winemakers from Artémis 
Domaines, Domaine de la Côte, Alvaro Palacios and Pierre 
Péters Champagne house. Bottoms up! 
velaaprivateisland.com
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MERITON 
SUITES 
EXPANDS 
ITS SYDNEY 
OFFERING
Meriton Suites has opened its fifth apartment 
hotel in Sydney’s CBD. Meriton Suites Sussex 
Street is located in the historic warehouse 
district adjacent to the Darling Quarter Precinct 
in Darling Harbour, and houses 301 one-, two- 
and three-bedroom suites across 32 levels. All 
hotel suites include residential-size gourmet 
kitchens along with a separate living and 
dining space with designer furnishings in all 
bedrooms, internal laundries, bathrooms with 
luxury KEVIN.MURPHY beauty products and 
HD TVs with Foxtel.

At the heart of the hotel is a grand lobby 
with a five-storey void, while the building itself 
is architecturally designed to frame the views 
of Darling Harbour and the surrounding city. 
Sydney’s buzzing dining and entertainment 
waterside district, Barangaroo, is located a 
short walk away, as are the retail meccas of  
Pitt Street and the Queen Victoria Building. 
meritonsuites.com.au
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THE HEART OF THE OCEAN
In a world first, Hamilton Island guests can now 
experience unprecedented access to the iconic 
Heart Reef lagoon with the launch of ‘Heart 
Island’. After a decade of development and an 
investment of more than A$2 million, this is the 
first time visitors will be able to see the intricacies 
of the iconic coral formation up close, with only 
scenic flights previously being offered to the area. 

Heart Island is only accessible via helicopter, with 
the state-of-the-art, split-level pontoon catering 
to just six guests at a time. After arriving at Heart 
Island, guests board a futuristic glass-bottom boat, 
especially designed and customised for Heart 
Island, before making the short journey to the 
Heart Reef itself, where snorkelling opportunities 
await.   hamiltonisland.com.au

The increase in the number of 
Generation Z females choosing 
to travel alone since 2015, 
according to Hostelworld.

ONE&ONLY INDULGENCES 
SHOWCASE CAPE TOWN
One&Only Cape Town has curated a slew of experiences aimed at showcasing the best of South 
Africa’s port city. With the distinct experiences catering to all interests from health and wellness to 
gastronomy and over-the-top indulgence, you might have a hard time choosing just one. Our picks? 
A masterclass with Nobu Cape Town’s head chef, where you’ll learn how to prepare Nobu’s signature 
dishes and enjoy sensational sake pairings; and a personal trainer-guided tour of Table Mountain. At the 
summit, nibble on goodies from a chef-prepared picnic basket as you take in the 360-degree views, or 
extend your workout with a yoga session overlooking the city. But for a mega-dose of luxury, you’ll want 
to experience Africa’s Dom Perignon Suite where you’ll relish 48 hours of bubbly bliss across a range of 
effervescent experiences. Think: Dom Perignon 2006 and oysters on arrival; a seven-course omakase 
(chef-selected) menu paired with Dom Perignon Blanc P2 1998 at Nobu; a poolside designer daybed, 
Dom Pérignon Rosé 2004 and seafood platter for two; plus a 30-minute personal training session, 
Bulgari perfume and breakfast daily in Reuben’s. Where do we sign up?  oneandonlyresorts.com
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THE HOTEL POWERHOUSE 
HONES IN ON RESORT MARKET
InterContinental Hotels & Resorts is officially on a roll as it expands 
its footprint – and reputation –beyond the sleek city hotels the 
brand has long been known for. In 2019, IHG will launch four 
‘immersive’ resorts, with the ANA InterContinental Beppu Resort 
& Spa in Japan the most recent to open its doors. Located in the 
emerging destination that is the Oita Prefecture in southwestern 
Japan, the resort is the region’s first international luxury resort, 
and offers a unique fusion of traditional hot-spring culture and 
modern design. “The resort has been designed to embody the 
tremendously rich nature and history of the city, bringing to life a 
meaningful connection to the surrounds,” said Stéphane Massarini, 
General Manager, ANA InterContinental Beppu Resort & Spa. 
InterContinental Maldives Maamunagau Resort and InterContinental 
Phuket Resort will open in September.   anaicbeppu.com

O N  O U R  R A DA R

The Arctic
A destination that was once considered out of reach to travellers,  
the Arctic is now more visited than ever thanks to the increasing 
number of cruise lines visiting the polar region. And soon, the Arctic  
will also get a new addition – a luxury hotel… in the middle of the 
ocean, in a one-of-a-kind spot to experience the Northern Lights.  
The unprecedented floating hotel and spa located in Swedish Lapland, 
Arctic Bath freezes into the ice in the winter, and floats on top of the 
Lule river in the summer with hotel facilities interconnected by floating 
walkways. “Not only is it a spectacular new space to stay, but it will 
offer a really different wellness experience that can’t be had anywhere 
else on earth,” said Jonathan Cooper, founder of Off the Map Travel.  
As we would hope for such a vulnerable region, the hotel will adhere 
to the highest environmental standards, using local materials and 
leaving a minimal to zero-impact on the environment. Arctic Bath  
is now accepting reservations for travel between February 2020  
and February 2021.   offthemap.travel
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